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CHAIRMANS LETTER 
 
Well Spring seems to have arrived at last, the daffodils are out and as is the 
norm the village Gardening Team have done us proud.  Aside from the normal 
Parish Council business of parking and potholes three items have dominated 
the agenda, the affordable housing scheme, the crematorium and more re-
cently the solar farm, updates are as follows: 
 
Affordable Housing  
 
Lancaster Land and Planning Limited, along with Northants Rural, have been 
investigating possible sites within the village to place affordable housing.  The 
favoured site is  opposite Glenfield Drive on Earls Barton Road. 
 
The proposal is for a mixture of 10 rental properties and 3 shared ownership 
properties and each would have 2 parking spaces.  The people who would live 
in these properties would need to have a local connection to the village and be 
on the Borough Councils waiting list.   
 
The parish council raised some concern about highway issues and access to 
and from the development and also regarding the flooding that came from the 
fields. The developers have agreed that they would carry out some investiga-
tion regarding this.   
 
Crematorium 
 
Mercia Crematoria Limited submitted a planning application to the Borough 
Council for the development of a crematorium on land in Doddington Road, 
Wellingborough near to the boundary of Great Doddington. 
 
The Parish Council have expressed concerns over the level of additional traffic 
coming through the village.  Outline planning permission was granted on 19 
December 2012.  
 
In March Mercia Crematoria Limited  sold the land along with the planning 
permission to the Borough Council who are now investigating options for a 
crematorium. We are now waiting for the detailed plans to be drawn up and 
our opportunity to comment.     



4 

  
Solar Farm 
 
Lark Energy a South Lincolnshire based company are proposing to submit a 
planning application to the Borough Council for a solar farm on land behind 
the prison and below the proposed crematorium.  
 
At the April Parish Council meeting Lark Energy presented a draft copy of their  
proposal.  The Parish Council suggested and Lark Energy agreed that it would 
be beneficial to hold a public meeting in the village to enable parishioners to 
attend and view the proposal. The meeting will be publicised using a leaflet 
drop. 
 
For all these developments I would suggest that you take time to view the   
proposals and if and when they go to planning make your points of view 
known to Wellingborough Council.  Notice of meetings appear on the Council 
Notice board in the Memorial Gardens opposite the shop. 

 

Other areas that we have progressed are the grit bins (brought into use far 
quicker than we thought) picnic benches in the park, a seat in the Memorial 
Garden, repairing  the fencing around the tennis court and repair of the plant 
holders in the centre of the village. 

The Jubilee fund raising committee has switched its focus to help the memo-
rial hall which needs funds for a new roof. Amongst other events soon to be 
publicised a village ball is being planned, the provisional date is 12th October 
2013, I urge you to support this worthwhile cause and pencil this date in your 
diary. When I attended the Memorial Hall AGM it brought home to me the  
varied number of groups using this facility - it is one of the hubs of our       
community. I would personally like to thank the Memorial Hall committee led 
by Brian Elgood for all their hardwork.     

 I would also like to recognise my fellow Councillors  for all their hard work and 
efforts. 

Finally, a thank you to all of you, there is a real community spirit which does 
make Doddington Great lets keep it going.   

Chris Davies 
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Borough Council Matters 
 
High Street Wellingborough 
 
At their meeting on 3rd April the Council Planning committee  refused an ap-
plication for a major new development on the Jacksons Lane car park site. 
What made the decision interesting was the fact that the application was sub-
mitted by Keepmoat who hade been chosen as the preferred developer for the 
site following a tender process. The tender specification called for mixed resi-
dential, retail and multi storey car parking for 200 cars as part of the Town 
Centre Action Plan and the developer had formulated plans against this brief 
and had made presentations to councillors. 
 
There were several objectors to the planning application, notably English Heri-
tage and the Chamber of Commerce. English Heritage were concerned that the 
proposals would cause substantial harm to the historic environment due to the 
design and location of the multi storey car park. The Chamber’s objections 
centred mainly around lack of employment opportunity with a luke warm reac-
tion to housing provision. 
 
There is a speculative proposal in the pipeline which claims to bring an ASDA 
store to the site. It will be interesting to see how any future planning applica-
tion would satisfy the concerns of English Heritage. The views of the Chamber 
are also confusing. On the one hand they were against this current application 
which was all about regenerating an important part of the town and bringing 
additional residents to the town centre whilst openly supporting the plans to 
develop on green fields on the edge of town in Great Doddington & Wilby 
with the so called Prospect Park. 
 
We need as many houses as possible to be built and unless we can demonstrate 
that we have a five year land supply our villages will become vulnerable to de-
velopment and unwelcome developments like Prospect Park become a reality. 
 
First year success for new council venture 
The environmental services company set up in March 2012 by Wellingborough 
Council has reported a successful first year of operation.  
Figures released in March show that the company, Wellingborough Norse, has 
so far generated a surplus for the council of more than £250,000, as well as im-
proving service standards and employing a number of local people in perma-
nent jobs. The company was formed as a joint venture between Wellingbor-
ough Council and Norse Commercial Services to take on responsibility for a 
wide range of duties, including emptying around 34,000 wheelie bins each 
week, keeping streets clean, removing fly tipping and graffiti, preparing and 
maintaining graves, looking after  
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public toilets, and taking care of parks and open spaces. Around 100 council em-
ployees transferred to the new company when it began operating on 1 March 2012.  
The venture meant that the local authority could keep significant control over the 
services, but would also benefit from half of the profits generated by the company. 
Over the course of the 10-year contract, Wellingborough Norse is expected to save 
the council several million pounds through taking on additional work, profit shar-
ing, increased buying power, reduction of costs, and increased recycling income. At 
the end of its first year, the company has forecast a profit of around £530,000, 
meaning the council is likely to receive more than £250,000. 
  
Also during its first year, the company reports that it has replaced agency workers 
with permanent employees, recruiting nine people in total. Other highlights featured 
in the report include an increase in support for environmental wardens to help en-
force by-laws, an above-target increase in the amount of waste recycled, and a re-
duction in the number of bins missed for emptying. The company has also secured 
trade waste contracts and ad-hoc building cleaning work.  
 
Over 400 bags of rubbish collected from roadside 
More than 400 bags of rubbish have been collected during a night-time operation to 
clean up a nine mile stretch of the A45 including Great Doddington. 
 
The clean up took place over four nights from Monday 4 March to Thursday 7 
March. Six employees from Wellingborough Norse, the company that provides en-
vironmental services on behalf of Wellingborough Council, worked from 10pm 
through till 5am each night to clean the outside verges of the road from the Wilby 
Way roundabout through to Ecton. Because of health and safety requirements, the 
high-speed road was litter-picked with a rolling road closure in place. The two-
tonne haul of rubbish included carrier bags, drinks cans, bottles, crisp packets, 
chocolate wrappers, and food packaging. The clean up was supported by the nearby 
McDonald's at Wilby Way. The company has also bought a couple of extra bins to 
put in lay-bys where the litter is particularly bad.  
 
Wellingborough Norse budgets around £9,000 a year for cleaning up litter on the 
A45. A big clean up is done once a year, with further litter picks organised where 
possible to coincide with other highways works, such as white lining or grass cut-
ting, in order to reduce traffic management costs.  
 
Council buys land to build crematorium 
Wellingborough Council has bought the plot of land needed to build a new cremato-
rium in the borough. Contracts were exchanged on the 11-acre site next to the 
prison near Great Doddington last week, and the council hopes to have the facility 
up and running in the next couple of years. 
 
The land was identified and secured by private developer Mercia Crematoria Devel-
opments Ltd last year, and outline planning approval to build a crematorium on the 
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looking into the need for a crematorium in the borough, entered negotiations to 
buy the land from Mercia last month. 
  
The site already benefits from outline planning permission so the next step in 
the project is to apply for detailed consent, which will set out the specific pro-
posals for things like the design, layout, and access arrangements. Once that's 
approved, which should be within six months, the process of building the facil-
ity can begin, with a view to having it ready to start operating in 2015.  
The council is estimating the crematorium will cost between £3m and £4m. It 
will be funded from the council's capital reserves, which is money that is kept 
in the bank to be used for large projects that benefit the community, but can't by 
law be used for the running of day-to-day services.  
 

Wellingborough Carnival Saturday 6th July 2013Wellingborough Carnival Saturday 6th July 2013Wellingborough Carnival Saturday 6th July 2013Wellingborough Carnival Saturday 6th July 2013    
    

The Wellingborough Carnival will be held on Saturday 6 July 2013 from 1pm 
in Croyland Park. The Carnival Parade starts at 1pm from Broad Green and fin-
ishes at Croyland Park at approx. 2:30pm. 
For more information on Wellingborough Carnival go to 
www.wellingboroughcarnival.co.uk or telephone Barbara Terry, Chair of Wel-
lingborough Carnival, on 07531664466. 
 

Party in the Park: Sunday 7th July 2013Party in the Park: Sunday 7th July 2013Party in the Park: Sunday 7th July 2013Party in the Park: Sunday 7th July 2013    
    

This years  Party in the Park will be held on Sunday 7th July 2013 in  Croyland 
Park from 12 noon The Mayor of Wellingborough and the Wellingborough Car-
nival Court will officially open the event at 12 noon followed by live music un-
til 6pm.  
If you are interested in performing at Party in the Park please contact Julia 
Wells, Events Officer on 01933 231986 or jwells@wellingborough.gov.uk  
 
For any further information on Council services or assistance with council 
matters please contact 
Cllr. Barry Graves 
Great Doddington & Wilby 
01933224790 
barry.graves@virgin.net 
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GREAT DODDINGTON GARDENING TEAM 
 

Despite the bitterly cold start to spring and snow on the ground in many places at 
the end of March, members of the Gardening Team are busy making plans for this 
year’s Annual Plant Sale, held on the first Saturday in May, in the village garden. 
Preparations are also well under way for the summer display of hanging baskets, 
tubs and planters throughout the village. By the time you read this news those 
plans, hopefully, will have come to fruition. The costs incurred in planting the dis-
plays in both summer and winter, including the village garden, are met out of pro-
ceeds from the Plant Sale. We are grateful to all those who generously contribute 
plants, also those people who come along on the day to support us.  
 
Members of the Gardening Team appreciate help from the teams of residents who 
keep the displays watered throughout the season, also those who regularly mow 
the grass in various locations around the village. Please keep up the good work! 
According to the proverb: ‘Many hands make light work’ and so the Gardening 
Team would be delighted to welcome a few more hands. You don’t need green 
fingers - just enthusiasm and an hour to spare occasionally.  
 
We also enjoy social outings such as theatre trips, eating out and visiting places of 
interest. If you would like to know more, please give me a call on 01933 273770.  
 
Jayne Handcock 
Gardening Team Press Officer 

 

RE: FACEBOOK & WEBSITE 
 

For your guidance a parishioner has set up a facebook page at: 
 
www.facebook.com/groups/greatdoddington 
 
This is not an official Parish Council run site.  For this you should visit 
our own website at: 
 
www.greatdoddington.com 
 
Communications with the council can be made via e-mail to: 
 
clerk@greatdoddington.com 
 
This site  includes minutes of council meetings as well as the Village     
Diary also the Village News. 
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GREAT DODDINGTON BRANCH ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
 
The Branch continues to meet on the second Monday evening of every other 
month at 7.00pm. 
 
We will be parading our Branch Standard at the Armed Forces Day in         
Wellingborough on Saturday 29th June.  We also took part in the parade at 
Corby on Saturday 6th April 2013 in honour of L/Cpl. Ashworth VC together 
with many other standards of the Northamptonshire Royal British Legion and 
dignitaries of Corby.  To honour such a brave solder was indeed a privilege. 
 
The Branch Poppy Appeal in 2012 raised £1049.12 which is donated to the  
National Poppy Appeal.  All of this money is spent on ex-servicemen and their 
dependants or helping towards the treatment of casualties in current conflicts. 
 
David Nunley 
Chairman/Secretary 

 

Get involved at the library! 
The library is a vibrant community hub for everyone to use and enjoy, but 
it needs your help!  Did you know that lots of the community services 
above and beyond lending books rely on your support?  
 
Our dedicated, selfless, and charming volunteers help to provide fun    
activities for families, local history clubs for research savvy bookworms, 
homework help for young people, business start up advice for aspiring 
entrepreneurs, rhymetime singing sessions for toddlers, job clubs for 
those on the hunt for a new career, and even help to keep the garden 
tidy. 
 
If you could help your library too, then come on, get involved! Ask at your 
library or go to: 

www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/getinvolved 
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The Stag’s HeadThe Stag’s HeadThe Stag’s HeadThe Stag’s Head    
Great DoddingtonGreat DoddingtonGreat DoddingtonGreat Doddington    

 
 

Come and join us in your Village Pub & Restaurant Come and join us in your Village Pub & Restaurant Come and join us in your Village Pub & Restaurant Come and join us in your Village Pub & Restaurant 
which offers freshly prepared  home cooked  food, which offers freshly prepared  home cooked  food, which offers freshly prepared  home cooked  food, which offers freshly prepared  home cooked  food, 

great beer and 1st class service.  Open for food great beer and 1st class service.  Open for food great beer and 1st class service.  Open for food great beer and 1st class service.  Open for food 
service 7 days & nights a week. Choose from the service 7 days & nights a week. Choose from the service 7 days & nights a week. Choose from the service 7 days & nights a week. Choose from the 
varied Menu or Chef’s Specials served  7 days a varied Menu or Chef’s Specials served  7 days a varied Menu or Chef’s Specials served  7 days a varied Menu or Chef’s Specials served  7 days a 
week.    On Sundays we serve our full  Menu plus week.    On Sundays we serve our full  Menu plus week.    On Sundays we serve our full  Menu plus week.    On Sundays we serve our full  Menu plus 
4 Roasts of the day available from 12noon 4 Roasts of the day available from 12noon 4 Roasts of the day available from 12noon 4 Roasts of the day available from 12noon ———— 8pm 8pm 8pm 8pm    

    

We cater for all occasions, Birthdays, Weddings, We cater for all occasions, Birthdays, Weddings, We cater for all occasions, Birthdays, Weddings, We cater for all occasions, Birthdays, Weddings, 
Wakes, Christenings andWakes, Christenings andWakes, Christenings andWakes, Christenings and    

Business meetings.  We also have a large Flat Business meetings.  We also have a large Flat Business meetings.  We also have a large Flat Business meetings.  We also have a large Flat 
Screen T.V for presentations and a largeScreen T.V for presentations and a largeScreen T.V for presentations and a largeScreen T.V for presentations and a large    

enclosed garden with heated sheltered area.enclosed garden with heated sheltered area.enclosed garden with heated sheltered area.enclosed garden with heated sheltered area.    
 

Please Support your local Pub 
 

Contact Kelly or Gerry  
for any enquiries 

Call 01933 222316 or 
E.mail:  thestagshead@aol.com 
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Log into www.easyfundraising.org.uk 
Go to find a cause 
Search Great Doddington Church 
Go to support 
Register your details and then start your shopping. 
 

Information of all the above events will be displayed on    
posters throughout the village. 
The flush fund committee will be retiring at the end of this 
year. Please help us to realise the final total required to fin-
ish the project. 
Thankyou Ann Newsome ( Tel 276082) 

 
    Flush fund news 

 
The Flush fund committee is organising a series of events for this year and with 
the two grants totalling £5600.00 we are now well on our way to seeing the end of 
this ambitious and very expensive project. 
Already over £60,000 has been raised, and this has been made possible by your 
support and generosity, a few small grants, and the hard work and tenacity of an 
enthusiastic committee. 
Please make a note of the following events in your diaries:- 
 
May 11th ANDANTE CONCERT  In the memorial hall Tickets £5.00 from Ann 

Newsome       Tel 276082 A light hearted concert featuring a gifted group of 
singers, who give their time freely to support fund raising events. Having heard 
them perform, I know this is an evening not to be missed. Book early to reserve 
a table for you and your friends – Drinks will be available. 

July 28th: STRAWBERRY TEA  To be held at 27 Glenfield Drive.  An opportunity to re-
lax in the sunshine, in a peaceful garden and possibly listen to young students 
playing light music. 

Sept 14th RIDE & STRIDE   Join us on a picturesque walk or cycle ride followed by re-
freshments and raise money for the flush fund and the Historic Churches Trust. 

Oct 4th 5th 6th SCARECROW FESTIVAL AND HARVEST CELEBRATION  An event for 
everyone in the village. Scarecrows, food, Harvest display in church. Harvest 
lunch.   Please do take part, make a scarecrow, enjoy the gifts of harvest. Any 
suggestions for this weekend is most welcome . 

 Please fill you penny jars for the last time, they will be collected over this week-
end. 

Oct 29th NORTHAMPTON RADIO GARDENERS QUESTION TIME  In the memo-
rial hall, We shall be inviting you to submit your questions to a panel of well 
known gardening experts nearer to the date. 

Nov 15th A repeat of our very successful CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENING, when we 
hope to have more new interesting stalls. 
Finally if you are planning purchasing goods on line, please can you buy via 
easy fundraising. A large selection of popular retailers allow you to purchase 
and a % of the cost  is then given to your choice of good cause, please see de-
tails below of how to sign up. 
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NEWS FROM THE ALLOTMENT 
 
After last year’s wet summer that made beans thrive but most other          
vegetables to fade, the allotments have suffered more plague and pestilence 
over the winter. We haven’t suffered a plague of frogs falling out of the sky just 
yet, but coming a close second has been a plague of wood pigeons. If you look 
across the allotments, there is not one kale plant, one broccoli plant or one 
sprouter plant that has not been absolutely massacred by these birds. I know 
that there is a mythical saying that wherever you are in the country you are 
never more than 10m from a rat, but I think this must equally refer to a wood 
pigeon…….. 
 
At the end of February we held our Annual General Meeting. This was very 
well attended and although a somewhat tortuous process as it turned out, we 
can now look forward to the future. We are currently drafting a manageable 
business plan for our activities this year which we will share with our members 
in due course. Incidentally, one of our new members from the village has 
kindly offered her talents as a website developer so this is something we will 
be considering as part of that. If we proceed with this, if anyone has any bright 
ideas for a website name then email it to me. I might even offer a little prize 
for the best suggestion, so how about DoddyLotty.com as a starter?! 

Finally, one of our unwritten rules is that applications for plots from villagers 
take priority over applications from outside the village. Having had a few plots 
come free recently we have now catered for all outstanding applications from 
villagers. Before we look at our outstanding applications from outside of the 
village, I just want to double check we have no more budding village garden-
ers? You will need to be quick off the mark, but please email me if you are seri-
ous, and I do mean serious, in taking on a plot. Applications will be taken on a 
first come first served basis, but even if you are unsuccessful now we promise 
we will keep your details on the waiting list. 
 
Let us all hope for a great growing season ahead, and don’t forget, your 5 a day 
taste better when you’ve grown them yourself!! 
 
Martin Freeman 
Secretary of Great Doddington Food Production Society 
martinfreeman1@aol.com 
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Great Doddington Primary School 
 

 
My first two terms as Headteacher at Great Doddington Primary School have 
passed in a flash and the welcome I have received from the staff, children 
and families has been fantastic. I have begun to meet some villagers who 
have all been very supportive, and I am looking forward to working with 
many more of you within the community. 
 
The children have all been enjoying their learning and we are delighted with 
their progress. All of the children have experienced a range of enrichment 
activities including visits to the theatre, Sulgrave Manor, St Nicholas’ 
Church and Wollaston and Weavers Schools. We have been proud of the 
children in their excellent behaviour when out of school which has often 
been commented on by members of the public. 
 
In March we held a Book Week during which we enjoyed a range of book 
related activities including storytelling, storywriting, and poetry recital. The 
week culminated with a dressing up day when all the children (and staff) 
came to school dressed as a favourite book character. 
 
To meet the needs of our technological world we have begun to update the 
IT infrastructure of the school with support from the FOGDS (Friends       
Association). WIFI is now in place across the school and our server will be 
fitted in the next few weeks. We also now subscribing to a parents texting 
service which has been a major improvement for both parents and office 
staff. 
 
Although education is going through a period of unprecedented change we 
are committed to continue to provide the excellent education our children  
deserve. As I have got to know the school I can understand why it is so spe-
cial to both the families from the local area who choose it for their children, 
and the village as a whole. Thank you for your support. 
 
Monica Eeuwens, 
Headteacher 
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