
GREAT DODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The minutes of the meeting of Great Doddington Parish Council 
held on 14 December 2016 in the Chapel Rooms, Great Doddington.  

 
Present: Mr C Davies, (Chairman), Mr J Sharp, (Vice-Chairman), Mr J Crisp, 
Mr D Kelly, Mrs L Ross, Mrs A Smith and Mrs S Sharp. 
 
Also present: Mrs C A Mundy (Clerk), Reverend Jackie Buck and two 
parishioners.   
 
Apologies were received from Mrs Griffith and Mr Howes.          
 

16/63 CONFRIMATION OF MINUTES   
 
 The minutes of the previous meetings were confirmed and signed. 
 
16/64 DECLARATION OF INTEREST   

 
There were no declarations made.  
 

16/65  POLICE MATTERS 
 
 It was reported that an offender had be caught for the theft of lead from the 

church roof and had been sentenced at Lincoln Court to 2 years and 8 months 
in prison.   

 
Lazer Christmas lights had been taken from a house in High Street. 
 
There had been a theft from a motor vehicle in Wilby Lane. 
 

 16/66 HIGHWAY MATTERS 
 
Hardwater Crossing 
There had been a further incident at the crossroads where a motorbike had 
crossed over the white line.  The clerk would notify Helen Howard of this.  
 
Speed watch  
Two volunteers for speed watch had come forward following the chairman’s 
item in the Village News. The police would only agree to train and provide the 
relevant equipment if there was a commitment from a minimum of ten 
parishioners plus a co-ordinator. Councillors expressed surprise that there 
hadn’t been more interest shown particularly from residents along The Ridge 
who had been vociferous about the speeding problems they faced on a daily 
basis.  The clerk would arrange to  
 
 
 
Obviously these people needed to be available in daylight hours to carry out 
enforcement. The chairman confirmed that he had included a piece about this 



in the Village News and asked interested parishioners to contact the parish 
clerk.  This would be included on the agenda for the December meeting.  
 
Magna Grove -  
Replacement sign - the clerk had now referred this to the Borough Council’s 
Housing Manager and was awaiting the outcome from her involvement.  
 
Drain at Magna Grove  -  there was no further information regarding this 
issue.  
 
Crematorium 
It was noted that at the present time there did not appear to be a marked 
increase in the volume of traffic travelling through the village to the 
crematorium.  It was obviously early days and the crematorium was currently 
not being used to its full capacity, but this would be monitored over the next 
few months. The highway signage was awaited and information regarding the 
‘turn right’ sign was awaited from the crematorium manager who had 
requested this.  
 

1658  PLANNING MATTERS 
An application for replacement windows at The Mill, Hardwater had been 
received to which there were no objections. 
 

1659     Playground equipment update 
Mrs Sharp updated the parish council regarding the formation of the Friends 
of Great Doddington Playground group which had been set up.  Assistance 
had been given to the group and there was a constitution which would enable 
funding to be sought. There were a number of volunteers on board and charity 
fundraising events would be taking place in the New Year.  
 

1660  Street lamp replacements  
The clerk referred to the replacement of the lamps along The Ridge.  
Aylesbury lighting had carried out an inspection and suggested that a brighter 
wattage of lamp be used for this area than originally recommended because 
of the nature of the road. This would result in a delay in installation as these 
lamps needed to be ordered in.  Installation would now therefore take place in 
January 2017. Parish Councillors considered that it was better to get this right 
and that it would be beneficial to wait for installation. 
 
Quotations would also be sought for replacement lamps in Earls Barton Road, 
Wilby Lane, Glenfield Drive, Goodens Lane and St Nicholas Road. The 
Victorian lamps in the centre of the village would remain as they were.   
 

16/61  FINANCES 
 There were no invoices for payment and no monies received this month.  
 

Mr Taschini was sending out the invoices for the advertising in the Village 
News.  Mr Taschini had also resigned as Editor of the Village News due to his 
work commitments and another Editor was being sought.   
 



 
 

16/62  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
 Recreation ground and hardstanding 
 A plea had been received from the School regarding the need for dog owners 

to clear up after their dogs, particularly in the hardstanding, which could no 
longer be used by the children because of concern over their health and 
wellbeing.  

 
 The clerk reminded councillors that if anyone witnessed a dog fouling that this 

should be reported to Environmental Health who could take action against the 
owner.  

 
 It was considered that there were sufficient dog bins and ample signage 

around the recreation area to ensure that people cleared up after their dog so 
there was no excuse not to do so.   

 
 This would be monitored over the next few months and members would be 

vigilant and see if they could find out who the offending animal belonged to. 
 
Lamp repairs: 
The lamp in Earls Barton Road (opposite Glenfield Drive) was still not 
working.  The clerk would try to find out what the issue with this was. The 
lamp opposite 48 Glenfield Drive was also in need of repair again. This lamp 
had a persistent fault which she would ask E-On to sort out.  
 
Football Hut  
There were no further developments.  
 
Environment Agency  
There was no further information from the owner of Hardwater Mill regarding 
the cessation of lock reversal at Doddington lock. 
 
Parish Council website  
The clerk had obtained three quotations for an upgrade to the website all of 
which were offering different options. She would carry out a comparison 
exercise to see which one best fitted the requirements of the parish council. 
 
Christmas Tree – Amenity Garden  
This was progressing and the tree and lights had been ordered ready for the 
installation of the tree.  
 
Wollaston Household Recycling Centre  
The clerk reported that a further letter had been received from the Chief 
Executive of the borough council to see if during the parish council’s budget 
setting process consideration could be given to assisting with the funding for 
the Wollaston Household Recycling Centre to enable this to remain open.  
 



Members had a lengthy discussion regarding this. They commented on the 
limitations on items that could be taken to the site; the opening hours; and 
whether and if an allocation of funding was agreed for the financial year 
2017/18 that it would be expected each year; what evidence was there that a 
large number of Great Doddington parishioners used the site. It was 
commented that users could be from across the borough and even outside of 
the borough.  
 
The site had previously been run by the county council site and this appeared 
to have fallen to the borough council who, because of financial pressures, was 
now seeking contributions from parish councils to assist with funding. 
Wellingborough Norse had also agreed to partially fund the site. 
 
Some members found the site to be extremely useful and very convenient to 
use compared to other locations. There was also concern expressed that 
should the centre close there would be a considerable increase in fly-tipping.  
 
Following a lengthy debate the chairman asked the parish councillors to vote 
on whether or not to consider allocating some funding to the borough council 
to keep the site open. It was agreed that no funding be allocated in the 
coming financial year.  
 
RESOLVED that no funding be given to the borough council to help fund the 
Wollaston Household Recycling Centre for 2017/18. The clerk would notify the 
Chief Executive of the decision.  
 
Wellingborough Prison  
The chairman referred to the recent announcement stating that the Prison at 
Millers Park was to be rebuilt.  Whilst this was good news for the economy 
there was concern over the impact this may have on the village during the 
construction stage.  
 
The clerk informed the meeting that this would be the subject of the normal 
planning process and that both the parish council and those living near to the 
site would be consulted and would be able to have their say either by letter or 
by attending the relevant borough council planning meeting and requesting to 
speak.  
 
The receipt of the planning application would be monitored and reported in 
due course.    
 
 
        
      Chairman………………………. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 8.50pm. 


