
GREAT DODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The minutes of the meeting of Great Doddington Parish Council 
held on 7 September 2016 in the Chapel Rooms, Great Doddington.  

 
Present: Mr C Davies, (Chairman), Mr K Howes, Mrs A Smith, Mrs S Sharp. 
 
Also present: Mrs C A Mundy (Clerk) and two parishioners.   
 
Apologies were received from Mr J Crisp, Mr D Kelly, Mrs J Griffiths, Mr J 
Sharp and Mrs L Ross.          
 

16/40 CONFRIMATION OF MINUTES   
 
 The minutes of the previous meetings were confirmed and signed. 
 
16/41  DECLARATION OF INTEREST   

 
There were no declarations made.  
 

16/42  POLICE MATTERS 
 
 PCSO Donna Fenner attended the meeting and reported on the following 

incidents for the month of August. 
 
 Four burglary dwellings in John Gray Road, Goodens Lane, Hardwater Road.  

and St Nicholas Church. There had been two domestic incidents and one hate 
crime.  

 
 She informed the meeting that there had been a series of burglaries across 

the villages and in Wellingborough, all similar in style and suspects were 
currently being interviewed at the police station.  A vigilant member of the 
public had given a good description of one offender and the police were 
actively pursuing this line of inquiry. 

 
 A resident of John Gray Road asked if the police would support having a 

gated and padlocked access way by the garages. PCSO Fenner confirmed 
that this would be something that the resident would need to contact 
Wellingborough Homes about and would obviously need the support of 
people living in the area before this was considered by Wellingborough 
Homes.  

 
  16/43 HIGHWAY MATTERS 

 
Magna Grove -  
Replacement sign - the clerk was still in discussion with ASRA regarding the 
replacement street sign.  ASRA were saying it wasn’t their responsibility to 
replace but the borough council were adamant that it was.  The borough 
council was now in discussion directly with ASRA to see if this could be 
concluded and the sign replaced.   



 
Drain at Magna Grove – this was with the NCC and Mrs Ross had forwarded 
an email from the county about this indicating that the drain was not their 
responsibility.  This would continue to be pursued.  
 
St Nicholas Road/High Street – the drain at the bottom of the road was still 
blocked though the clerk had reported this and someone had been out to 
inspect it. Mr Howes reported that there were a number of drains with chalk 
markings around them so he wondered if work was in hand.  The clerk would 
try to establish what was being done.  
 
Footpath – Earls Barton Road  
Concern was raised regarding the state of the footpath along Earls Barton 
Road going towards Earls Barton.   The footpath was crumbling and the grass 
had grown over the edges making it a lot narrower than it once had been and 
this had resulted in various issues with negotiating the path with a wheelchair 
or buggy.  As there was no footpath on the Magna Grove side of Earls Barton 
Road this was a ‘safer routes to school’ path and the clerk would report this to 
the NCC.  
 
The chairman had also received an email from a concerned parishioner who 
was now using a mobile scooter and had found it increasingly difficult to 
negotiate the footpaths in some parts of the village due to tree roots, generally 
poor footpaths and awkward dropped kerbs. The clerk would report this to the 
county council. 
 
Crematorium – open days were being held at the crematorium and the first 
burial was due to be held on Monday 19 September.  
 

16/44 PLANNING 
 
 Substation John Gray Road  
 The clerk had received a call from concerned residents of John Gray Road 

following the erection of a substation on top of the garages owned by 
Wellingborough Homes.  This was intrusive and unsightly and residents were 
asking why planning permission had been given for this.  

 
 The clerk confirmed that this would not have come through the parish council 

and would have been delegated to a planning officer at the Borough Council 
as permitted development.  

 
 The residents, one of whom was present at the meeting, had contacted the 

electricity company and a senior manager had attended the sire and  
confirmed that this was not a suitable location and would ensure that the 
substation did not go live as planned on 8 September.  The clerk was also in 
contact with him and conversations during the day had given a clear indication 
that this substation would be re-sited in a more suitable location.   This would 
be monitored. 

 
 



16/45  FINANCES 
 The following account statement and invoices were approved for payment: 
  
 M B Tree Surgery – topping of tree (1346)                  200.00  
 Aylesbury Mains –  

Phase 1 street lighting John Gray Road (1347)                                       3475.20 
Auditing Solutions Ltd (1348) 
Annual Audit               396.00 
 

 
16/46  ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 
 Street lamps  

The clerk reported that all the street lamps had now been replaced in John 
Gray Road and Wilby Lane and were all of the same wattage.   She had 
received the certificates for each lamp. 
 
She had also sought quotations for the lamps along The Ridge, a verbal 
update indicated this would be in the region of £4,800.00. But a formal 
quotation was awaited, which she would circulate when received.  Lamps 
could be installed within a couple of weeks following the order being placed.  
 
Electricity supply  
The 12 month contract with E-ON had expired on 1 September and the clerk 
had received quotations for 12 months, 24 months and 36 months. The clerk 
also reminded members that as the lamps were being replaced with more 
efficient ones this would reduce the amount we paid even though tariffs had 
globally increased. The clerk was asked to see if comparisons could be 
obtained before committing to another contract. 
 
Football Hut  
Mr Howes had been in discussion with the Football Foundation as a new 
senior team had been established to see if the football hut could be 
transferred to the new team.   Currently the parish council had a lease with 
the trustees purely for the ground NOT the building.  Progress would continue 
to be monitored.  
 
Wicksteed Play Inspection  
There was no further information regarding this.  
 
Housing Needs Survey 
The clerk had now heard from Wellingborough Homes regarding land in John 
Gray Road to use for housing who were unable, at the present time, to 
provide this land for affordable housing.  
 
Tree in amenity area  
The tree in the amenity area had been cut back by the tree surgeon.  
 
 
 



Environment Agency  
The owners of Hardwater Mill and nearby properties had contacted the 
Environment Agency regarding their concerns over the cessation of lock 
reversal at Doddington Lock.  The reason they were ceasing this was due to 
concerns over the health and safety of their employees. The parish council 
would support any action of the residents to ensure that properties did not 
flood.  
 
Travellers located on land between Great Doddington and Earls Barton 
off the A45  
The travellers had moved on and an earth bank had been built to ensure there 
was no access to this site in the future.  
 
Cutting of recreation ground 
The clerk had reported the displeasure of the parish council to 
Wellingborough Norse, who had said that the grasscutting had been 
particularly challenging this year due to the weather conditions.  They would 
make sure that the cuts were programmed better for the coming year.  
                                                           
Parish Council website  
The clerk had reviewed the website.   There was a considerable amount of 
out of date information on it and clarification over what groups were still going 
and contact details was also sought.  There was also a considerable amount 
of duplication i.e. the chairman’s report was a separate page when this was 
contained within the bi-annual newsletter.  She had also experienced 
difficulties in uploading items onto the site and there appeared to be a 
problem with the host site. If all parish councillors could take a look at the 
website before the next meeting and bring their comments along to the 
October meeting, the clerk would make sure that the information published 
was up to date then consideration could be given to a new more modern 
website for the parish.  
 
Speeding 
Speeding along The Ridge had been reported to the police and they had been 
carrying out speed checks which the clerk was awaiting feedback from.  
 
Speed limit by the crematorium 
The clerk had already asked if the speed limit here could be reduced to 
30mph and was awaiting the outcome of this request.  
  
Solar Farm planting - this was with the Borough Council to enforce the 
planting which had been partially done but had failed to grow.  
 
Bonfires -  the chairman had asked if there were restrictions on people 
having domestic bonfires.  The clerk had contacted the environmental health 
department and information was available on the council website: 
 
https://www.wellingborough.gov.uk/downloads/file/4694/garden_bonfires_leafl
et 
 

https://www.wellingborough.gov.uk/downloads/file/4694/garden_bonfires_leaflet
https://www.wellingborough.gov.uk/downloads/file/4694/garden_bonfires_leaflet


There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
 
The next meeting would be held on 5 October 2016 at 7.30pm.   
 
 
        
      Chairman………………………. 
 
  



 


